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Why is this topic important?



The Graying of America
� Number of people 65+ in the United States

� 2006 36 million

� 2030 72 million

� Proportion of the population 65+

� 2000 12%

� 2030 20%

� Proportion of the population 85+

� 1980 1%

� 2030 3%



PROJECTED

2029



The Graying of America
� Life expectancy 

� 80 year old white male is now expected to live another 8 years

� 90 year old white male is expected to live another 4 years 



Where do Seniors Live?

Source: Federal Interagency Forum on Aging Related Statistics



Long-Term Care Projections

Source: Congressional Budget Office (1999)



Decline in Edentulism
� Decrease in edentulism

� 1985-86 41% had no natural teeth

� 2008 19% had no natural teeth



People are Living Longer with 

Teeth
� But having teeth doesn’t always mean healthy teeth …



Edentulism is Still an Issue





OH Surveillance & Older Adults
� Many states have voiced an interest in monitoring oral 

disease among older adults

� How do we monitor oral health in older adults?

� BRFSS

� Number of teeth

� Dental visit

� Teeth cleaning

� Other non-clinical surveys?

� Clinical surveys?



Sampling Issues

Where do we find seniors?





Sampling Issues
� Almost impossible to obtain a statewide representative 

sample of older adults

� May need to opt for convenience sample

� What population group?

� The oldest old?

� Institutionalized adults?

� At risk adults?



Results will Vary by Group



BSS for Older Adults
� Joint effort between ASTDD’s

� Healthy Aging Committee

� Data Committee

� Outside experts

� Primary contacts:

� Sangeeta Wadhawan

� Kathy Phipps

� Anticipated completion date – August 2010



Congregate Meal Sites

Long-Term Care Facilities



Data Collection Methods
Congregate Meal Sites Long Term Care Facilities

� Good cognitive function

� Questionnaire

� AND/OR

� Clinical screening 

� Limited cognitive function

� Clinical screening

� Key questions only

� Pain

� Dentures

NOTE:  The Older Adult BSS will be non-invasive.



Clinical Indicators - Draft
Recommended Optional 

� Number of natural teeth

� Denture status

� Untreated decay

� Suspicious soft tissue lesions

� Treatment urgency

� Functionality of  dentition

� opposing posterior teeth

� Tooth mobility

� Root tips

� Substantial oral debris

� Severe dry mouth

Clinical indicators will range from simple to more complex .



Question Domains - Draft
Recommended Optional 

� Self-Reported Oral Health/Pain

� Frequency of Dental Visits

� Demographics

� Insurance

� Access to Dental Care

� Oral Cancer Screening

� Dry Mouth

The Older Adult BSS Manual will include specific questions.




